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SUBJECT: CHILEAN PLANS FOR A NEW BASE IN THE ANTARCTIC 

1 . THE JANUARY 6, 1977 EDITION OF SANTIAGO'S LA TERCERA 
CONTAINED AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY CAPTAIN DE FRAGATA (R) HERNAN 
LORCA FULLER, DIRECTOR OF THE CHILEAN ANTARCTIC INSTITUTE 
(INACH), THAT BOTH INACH AND THE CHILEAN NATIONAL DEFENSE 
STAFF WERE PLANNING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FOURTH BASE IN 
ANTARCTIC TERRITORY CLAIMED BY CHILE. LORCA CLAIMED THAT 
PLANNING FOR THE BASE BEGAN TWO YEARS AGO AND IS STILT. 

ONGOING; HOWEVER, HE GAVE NO SPECIFIC DATE FOR BEGINNING 
CONSTRUCTION OTHER THAN TO SAY IT WOULD TAKE PLACE "OVER THE 
LONG TERM." LORCA DESCRIBED THE IDEAL SITE FOR THE BASE 

AS BEING IN MARGARITA BAY SOUTH OF ADELAIDE ISLAND. THE 
BASE WILL HAVE BOTH AN OCEAN PORT AND AIR LANDING FACILITIES 
AND WILL PROBABLY BE MANNED BY A MIXED COMPLEMENT OF ARMY, 

AIR FORCE, AND NAVY PERSONNEL AS WELL AS CIVILIAN SCIENTISTS. 

2. THE ARTICLE STATED THAT THE BASE WOULD CONTAIN YEAR-ROUND 
LIVING QUARTERS, METEOROLOGICAL EQUIPMENT, AND FACILITIES FOR 
STUDYING KRILL AND FISH BEHAVIOR UNDER ICE CAPS. LORCA SAID 
THAT PRESENT EXPLORATIONS FOR A BASE SITE IS BEING HAMPERED 
BY THE PRESENCE OF ICE IN MARGARIATA BAY AND CHILE'S LACK OF 
MODERN ICE-BREAKERS. 
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3. EMBASSY SCIENCE OFFICER CALLED C APTIAN LORCA IN AN EFFORT 
TO OBTAIN MORE EXACT INFORMATION AS TO THE ULTIMATE SITE AND 
POSSIBLE CONSTRUCTION DATA. LORCA ADMITTED THAT THE BASE WAS 
MORE A PERSONAL DREAM THAN A REALITY. HE RELEASED THE INFORMATION 
AT THIS TIME, HE SAID, TO COINCIDE WITH PRESIDENT AUGUSTO 
PINOCHET’S PLANNED VISIT TO THE ANTARCTIC BEGINNING JANUARY 
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14, 1977, IN THE HOPE THAT PUBLICITY OBTAINED MIGHT SERVE TO 
STIR UP INTEREST IN A NEW BASE. THE IMPRESSION THAT LORCA 
GAVE WAS THAT IF HIS DREAM EVER BECOMES REALITY, IT WILL BE 
A LONG TIME IN THE COMING. 
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